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Life in Christ

How does salvation really work?
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Life in Christ

Rom 1:5  Through him we received grace and apostleship to 
call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith 
for his name's sake.  
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Justify
δικαιόω
dikaioō
Thayer Definition:
1) to render righteous or such he ought to be
2) to show, exhibit, evince, one to be righteous, such as he 
is and wishes himself to be considered
3) to declare, pronounce, one to be just, righteous, or such 
as he ought to be 



  

Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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How does that happen?
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Rom 4:3  What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness." 
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Rom 4:3  What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness." 

Rom 4:23  The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him 
alone, 
Rom 4:24  but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.



Rom 4:3  What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness." 

Rom 4:23  The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him 
alone, 
Rom 4:24  but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.

How does this apply to us?
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Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word 
of Christ. 

You heard the message and put your faith in it
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Gal 3:26  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
Gal 3:27  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 
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Gal 3:26  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
Gal 3:27  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 
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Rom 6:3  Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

Gal 3:26  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
Gal 3:27  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 
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Into Christ – this is how you came to be “in Christ”

Rom 6:3  Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

Gal 3:26  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
Gal 3:27  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 
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Rom 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus,  
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Great news for those who are in Christ!

Rom 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus,  
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Rom 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus,  

But we must remain in Christ

Great news for those who are in Christ!
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Sanctification
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The word “sanctify” has two meanings. 
1. It signifies to consecrate, to separate from earth and 
common use, and to devote or dedicate to God and his 
service. 
2. It signifies to make holy or pure. 
- Dr Adam Clarke, “Entire Sanctification”
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1Th 5:23  Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sanctification: an ongoing process
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Php 1:6  I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. [CSB] 

Untangling The Reformation



  

Php 1:6  I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. [CSB] 

Sanctification: an ongoing process
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Our role in sanctification
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Php 2:12  Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only in my presence but even more in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
Php 2:13  For it is God who is working in you both to will and to work 
according to his good purpose. 
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Php 2:12  Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only in my presence but even more in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
Php 2:13  For it is God who is working in you both to will and to work 
according to his good purpose. 

We play a part in sanctification
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Php 2:12  Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only in my presence but even more in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
Php 2:13  For it is God who is working in you both to will and to work 
according to his good purpose. 

As God continues to work on our sanctification
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2Co 7:1  Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify 
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, 
perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 
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2Co 7:1  Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify 
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, 
perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

We are called to purify ourselves
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2Co 7:1  Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify 
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, 
perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

“Completing our sanctification” (HCSB)
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1Th 4:3  It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should 
avoid sexual immorality; 
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1Th 4:7  For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 
1Th 4:8  Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man 
but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

1Th 4:3  It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should 
avoid sexual immorality; 
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1Th 4:7  For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 
1Th 4:8  Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man 
but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

1Th 4:3  It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should 
avoid sexual immorality; 

Our obligation to purify ourselves
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Heb 12:14  Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be 
holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 
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Heb 12:14  Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be 
holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 
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Heb 12:14  Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be 
holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 
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NASB “sanctification”



  

Remaining in Christ
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Heb 3:14  We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end 
the confidence we had at first. 
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Rev 2:4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.
Rev 2:5  Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place.

Untangling The Reformation



Rev 2:4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.
Rev 2:5  Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place.

Are your best days in the past?
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Rev 2:4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.
Rev 2:5  Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place.

What were your early days like?
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Rev 2:4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.
Rev 2:5  Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place.

It’s not just a good idea!
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Making your calling and election sure
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2Pe 1:5  For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
2Pe 1:6  and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
2Pe 1:7  and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, love. 

Making your calling and election sure
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2Pe 1:5  For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
2Pe 1:6  and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
2Pe 1:7  and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, love. 

Making your calling and election sure

Our part in sanctification
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2Pe 1:5  For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
2Pe 1:6  and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
2Pe 1:7  and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, love. 

Making your calling and election sure

Our part in sanctification

Untangling The Reformation



Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
Gal 5:23  gentleness and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law. 

Making your calling and election sure

The Holy Spirit’s part in sanctification
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Making your calling and election sure

Our effort + the Holy Spirit’s power
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2 Peter 1
Goodness
Knowledge
Self control
Perseverance
Godliness
Brotherly kindness
Love

Gal 5
Love
Joy
Peace 
Patience
Kindness
Goodness
Faithfulness
Gentleness
Self control 



2Pe 1:8  For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2Pe 1:9  But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted 
and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from 
his past sins. 

Making your calling and election sure
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2Pe 1:8  For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2Pe 1:9  But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted 
and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from 
his past sins. 

Making your calling and election sure

Completing your sanctification

Untangling The Reformation



2Pe 1:10  Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to 
make your calling and election sure. For if you do these 
things, you will never fall, 
2Pe 1:11  and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Making your calling and election sure
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things, you will never fall, 
2Pe 1:11  and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Making your calling and election sure

Completing your sanctification
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2Pe 1:10  Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to 
make your calling and election sure. For if you do these 
things, you will never fall, 
2Pe 1:11  and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Making your calling and election sure
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Luk 17:10  So you also, when you have done everything you 
were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we 
have only done our duty.'" 

We will always be unworthy. It’s by grace.

Untangling The Reformation

Our salvation is not based upon our merit!

But we have a duty to perform.



Catholics:  System of merit

Untangling The Reformation

Calvinists:  Unconditional Election

Pendulum!



We have shown from scripture:

Untangling The Reformation

Justification:  “Into Christ”

Sanctification:  Life in Christ
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Life in Christ:

Php 2:12  Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only in my presence but even more in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
Php 2:13  For it is God who is working in you both to will and to 
work according to his good purpose. 
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Rom 1:5  Through him we received grace and apostleship to 
call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith 
for his name's sake.  

Theme: Obedient faith
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