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Scripture Memory from last week:

  2 Tim 3:16-17
  Psalm 119:11
  Hosea 4:6
  2 Tim 2:15
  Matt 4:4



Acts of the Apostles

New Scripture Memory:

  Acts 2:38-39
  Acts 2:42
  Luke 6:26
  Luke 17:1-2
  Matt 28:19-20

Scripture Memory from last week:

  2 Tim 3:16-17
  Psalm 119:11
  Hosea 4:6
  2 Tim 2:15
  Matt 4:4



Acts of the Apostles

Extra credit:
Find J. W. McGarvey’s commentary on Acts online
and check out some of his comments on verses in 
the first two chapters.



Act 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth." 

Acts of the Apostles

Theme of the book



Acts of the Apostles

Theme of the book

Much the greater part of Acts may be resolved into a 
detailed history of cases of conversion, and of 
unsuccessful attempts at the conversion of sinners. If 
we extract from it all cases of this kind, with the facts 
and incidents preparatory to each and immediately 
consequent upon it, we will have exhausted almost the 
entire contents of the narrative.

John William McGarvey. Commentary on Acts of the 
Apostles



Messiah Resurr
ection

Evidence Repent Baptism Forgive
ness

Holy 
Spirit

General

Pentecost X X X X X X X X

Solomon's 
Colonnade

X X X X X X

Samaria X X X X

Ethiopian 
Eunoch

X X X X

Saul / Paul X X X X

Cornelius X X X X X X X

Pisidian 
Antioch

X X X X  X X

Lydia X X

Philippian 
Jailer

X X

Thessalonica X X X

Athens X X X

Ephesus X X X



Acts of the Apostles

Elements of conversion

- Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
- Jesus rose from the dead
- Evidence: miracles, prophets, witnesses
- Repentance
- Baptism
- Forgiveness of sins
- Holy Spirit



Acts of the Apostles

Specific examples

- Pentecost (Acts 2)
- Solomon’s Colonnade (Acts 3)
- Samaria (Acts 8)
- Ethiopian eunoch (Acts 8)
- Saul (Acts 9, 22, 26)
- Cornelius (Acts 10,11)
- Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13)
- Lydia (Acts 16)
- Philippian jailer (Acts 16)
- Thessalonica (Acts 17)
- Athens (Acts 17)
- Ephesus (Acts 19)



Acts of the Apostles

Specific examples

[The conversion examples in Acts] possess, indeed, 
this advantage: that, in contrast with all the 
conversions of the present day, they were guided 
by infallible teaching, and were selected by 
infallible wisdom from among thousands of others 
which had occurred, because of their peculiar 
fitness for a place in the inspired record.

John William McGarvey. Commentary on Acts of 
the Apostles



Acts of the Apostles

Specific examples

[The conversion examples in Acts] possess, indeed, 
this advantage: that, in contrast with all the 
conversions of the present day, they were guided 
by infallible teaching, and were selected by 
infallible wisdom from among thousands of others 
which had occurred, because of their peculiar 
fitness for a place in the inspired record.

John William McGarvey. Commentary on Acts of 
the Apostles



Acts of the Apostles

Specific examples

[The conversion examples in Acts] possess, indeed, 
this advantage: that, in contrast with all the 
conversions of the present day, they were guided 
by infallible teaching, and were selected by 
infallible wisdom from among thousands of others 
which had occurred, because of their peculiar 
fitness for a place in the inspired record.

John William McGarvey. Commentary on Acts of 
the Apostles



Acts of the Apostles

Specific examples

Examples for us to follow in the 21st century!



Acts of the Apostles

Chapter 1: Preparation



Act 1:1  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about 
all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
Act 1:2  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 

Acts of the Apostles
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Act 1:1  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about 
all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
Act 1:2  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 

Acts of the Apostles

Lets look at the former book



Luk 1:1  Many have undertaken to draw up an account 
of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 
Luk 1:2  just as they were handed down to us by those 
who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of 
the word. 
Luk 1:3  Therefore, since I myself have carefully 
investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed 
good also to me to write an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, 
Luk 1:4  so that you may know the certainty of the 
things you have been taught. 
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Act 1:1  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about 
all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
Act 1:2  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 

Acts of the Apostles

Let’s look at the apostles more closely



Acts of the Apostles

Jesus calls the twelve apostles



Luk 6:12  One of those days Jesus went out to a 
mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 
Luk 6:13  When morning came, he called his disciples to him 
and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated 
apostles:  

Acts of the Apostles
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ἀπόστολος  (apostolos)

A delegate; specifically an ambassador of the 
Gospel; officially a commissioner of Christ 
(“apostle”), (with miraculous powers): 

- apostle, messenger, he that is sent.

Strong’s Greek dictionary



Act 1:3  After his suffering, he showed himself to these 
men and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
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men and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

Acts of the Apostles

The apostles he had chosen (vs 2)
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Act 1:4  On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about.
Act 1:5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
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Still talking to the apostles he had chosen
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Act 1:6  So when they met together, they asked him, 
"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?" 
Act 1:7  He said to them: "It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.
Act 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth."
Act 1:9  After he said this, he was taken up before their 
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
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The Great Commission



Mat 28:19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit,
Mat 28:20  and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age."

Acts of the Apostles

The Great Commission: Matthew



Mar 16:15  He said to them, "Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation.
Mar 16:16  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, 
but whoever does not believe will be condemned.

Acts of the Apostles

The Great Commission: Mark



Luk 24:46  He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ 
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
Luk 24:47  and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
Luk 24:48  You are witnesses of these things.

Acts of the Apostles

The Great Commission: Luke



Acts of the Apostles

Preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16)
Teach / disciple the nations (Mat 28)
Call for repentance (Luke 22)
Some who are taught will believe (Mat 28, Mark 16)
They will receive forgiveness of sins (Luke 22)
They will be saved (Mark 16)
Those who do not believe will be condemned (Mark 16)

The Great Commission



Acts of the Apostles

Making this commission the starting point of his narrative, 
Luke proceeds, after a few more preliminary observations, 
to relate the manner in which it was executed. This is the key 
to the whole narrative. We will find the apostles adhering 
strictly to its guidance.

John William McGarvey. Commentary on Acts of the Apostles 



Acts of the Apostles

Jesus Christ, the Son of God



Acts of the Apostles

Mat 16:15  "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say 
I am?"
Mat 16:16  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God." 

Peter’s confession



Acts of the Apostles

Mat 16:15  "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say 
I am?"
Mat 16:16  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God." 

Mat 16:20  Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone 
that he was the Christ. 

Peter’s confession



Acts of the Apostles

Peter’s confession

Mat 16:15  "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say 
I am?"
Mat 16:16  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God." 

Mat 16:20  Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone 
that he was the Christ. 

During his ministry on earth
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Jesus Christ, the Son of God

Mat 28:18  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Mat 28:19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit,
Mat 28:20  and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age."
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Great Commission:  Tell the world!
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Act 1:10  They were looking intently up into the sky as 
he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them. 
Act 1:11  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 
same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

Acts of the Apostles
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Waiting in prayer



Act 1:12  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill 
called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from 
the city. 
Act 1:13  When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 
room where they were staying. Those present were 
Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
Act 1:14  They all joined together constantly in prayer, 
along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brothers. 
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Acts of the Apostles

Replacing Judas



Act 1:15  In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a 
group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 
Act 1:16  and said, "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled 
which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of 
David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who 
arrested Jesus—
Act 1:17  he was one of our number and shared in this 
ministry." 

Acts of the Apostles



Act 1:18  (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas 
bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open 
and all his intestines spilled out. 
Act 1:19  Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they 
called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) 

Acts of the Apostles



Act 1:20  "For," said Peter, "it is written in the book of 
Psalms, "'May his place be deserted; let there be no one to 
dwell in it,' and, "'May another take his place of leadership.'
Act 1:21  Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men 
who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, 
Act 1:22  beginning from John's baptism to the time when 
Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a 
witness with us of his resurrection."   
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Psalm 69:25, Psalm 109:8
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Acts of the Apostles

Criteria to be an Apostle

  1) With Jesus and the twelve
  2) During his entire ministry
     - beginning at John’s baptism
     - to the time Jesus ascended
  3) Witness to the resurrection

  Twelve men in the 1st century  



Acts of the Apostles

Paul added as Apostle to Gentiles (Acts 9:15, Gal 2:7-8)

Criteria to be an Apostle

  1) With Jesus and the twelve
  2) During his entire ministry
     - beginning at John’s baptism
     - to the time Jesus ascended
  3) Witness to the resurrection

  Twelve men in the 1st century  



Act 1:23  So they proposed two men: Joseph called 
Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 
Act 1:24  Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's 
heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 
Act 1:25  to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas 
left to go where he belongs." 
Act 1:26  Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so 
he was added to the eleven apostles. 
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New Scripture Memory:

  Acts 2:38-39
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Acts of the Apostles

Extra credit:
Find J. W. McGarvey’s commentary on Acts online
and check out some of his comments on verses in 
the first two chapters.

Read Acts chapters 1 & 2
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