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The United Kingdom
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Three kings:
- Saul
- David
- Solomon



  

Saul
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1Sa 13:13  "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept 
the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would 
have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
1Sa 13:14  But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has 
sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of 
his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command." 



  

Saul

Lacked faith in promise of God
Fear led to disobedience
Acted without inquiring of the LORD
Failed to fully obey
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Lesson: 
Trust and obey God



  

David
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1Ki 15:5  because David did what was right in the eyes of the 
LORD and did not turn aside from anything that he commanded 
him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite. 



  

David

Believed the promise of God
Inquired of the LORD
Loved the Law, meditated on it
Humble when rebuked

Lessons from 
Kings of the Jews



  

Solomon
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Deu 17:17  And [the king] shall not acquire many wives for 
himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself 
excessive silver and gold.  

1Ki 11:3  He had 700 wives, princesses, and 300 concubines. And 
his wives turned away his heart. 
1Ki 11:4  For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his 
heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the 
LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. 



  

Solomon

Foreign wives led him astray
Permitted and abetted idolatry

Contrast to David’s love of the Law
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The Divided Kingdom
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Northern Kingdom:  Israel
(about 210 years)

Southern Kingdom:  Judah
(about 345 years)



  



  

Northern Kingdom 
(Israel)
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Jeroboam
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1Ki 11:38  If you do whatever I command you and walk in my ways 
and do what is right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and 
commands, as David my servant did, I will be with you. I will build 
you a dynasty as enduring as the one I built for David and will give 
Israel to you. 



  

Did not trust the promises of God
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1Ki 12:26  Jeroboam thought to himself, "The kingdom will now 
likely revert to the house of David. 

Jeroboam



  

Did not trust the promise of God
Abandoned the Law
Turned to idolatry

As did all subsequent kings of Israel
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Jeroboam



  

Sins of Jeroboam

Created new religion to meet his wishes
- golden calves
- non-Levite priests
- sacrifice in places other than Jerusalem
- instituted festivals of his own choosing

Continued by all subsequent kings of Israel
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Ahab

The perils of having an unbelieving spouse
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1Ki 16:30  Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the LORD 
than any of those before him. 

1Ki 21:25  There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to 
do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on by Jezebel his wife. 



  

Ahaziah

2Ki 1:3b   'Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going 
off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?' 

Where do we turn for guidance?
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Joram

2Ki 3:2  [Joram] did evil in the eyes of the LORD, but not as his 
father and mother had done. He got rid of the sacred stone of Baal 
that his father had made. 
2Ki 3:3  Nevertheless he clung to the sins of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit; he did not turn 
away from them. 

Partial repentance left him still evil
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Jehu

2Ki 10:17  When Jehu came to Samaria, he killed all who were left 
there of Ahab's family; he destroyed them, according to the word 
of the LORD spoken to Elijah. 

Partial repentance left him still evil
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2Ki 10:28  So Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel. 

2Ki 10:29  However, he did not turn away from the sins of 
Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit—
the worship of the golden calves at Bethel and Dan. 



  

Prophet: Elisha
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Appointed during Ahaziah
Prophesied during reigns of:

Joram
Jehu 
Jehoahaz
Jehoash



  

Prophet: Elisha
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Doing good in times of trouble

- Healed the water (2 Kings 2:18-22)
- Water for the army (2 Kings 3:16-20)
- Oil for the widow (2 Kings 4:1-7)
- Raised Shunammite woman’s son (2 Kings 4:18-37)
- Purified food in pot (2 Kings 4:38-41)
- Fed 100 people with a few loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44)
- Healed Naaman (2 Kings 5:1-19)
- Recovered axe head (2 Kings 6:1-7)
- Kindness to captured army (2 Kings 6:21-23)
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Series of evil kings

* Jehoahaz
* Jehoash
* Jeroboam II
* Zechariah
* Shallum
* Menahem
* Pekahiah
* Pekah

Continued in the sins of Jeroboam

Jehoahaz through Pekah



  

Series of consistently evil kings

* Jehoahaz: sins of Jeroboam
* Jehoash:  sins of Jeroboam
* Jeroboam II:  sins of Jeroboam
* Zechariah:  sins of Jeroboam
* Shallum:  reigned one month, assassinated
* Menahem:  sins of Jeroboam
* Pekahiah: sins of Jeroboam
* Pekah:  sins of Jeroboam
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Squandered opportunities to repent!

Jehoahaz through Pekah



  

Hoshea

Evil, but not like the kings before him

– Perhaps due to permitting people to
   worship in Jerusalem?  (2 Chron 30:10-11)

Too little, too late.  Fate was sealed.
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Assyrian captivity in ninth year of Hoshea



  

Sins of Jeroboam

Created new religion to meet his needs
- golden calves
- non-Levite priests
- sacrifice in places other than Jerusalem
- instituted festivals of his own choosing
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2Ki 17:22  The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and 
did not turn away from them 
2Ki 17:23  until the LORD removed them from his presence, as he 
had warned through all his servants the prophets. So the people of 
Israel were taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria, and 
they are still there.



  

Destroyed from the 
face of the earth

House of Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:10)
House of Baasha (1 Kings 16:3)
House of Ahab (1 Kings 21:22)
Northern kingdom (Micah 1:6-9)
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Southern Kingdom 
(Judah)
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Rehoboam
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1Ki 12:24  "This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight 
against your brothers, the Israelites. Go home, every one of you, 
for this is my doing.'" So they obeyed the word of the LORD and 
went home again, as the LORD had ordered. 

2Ch 12:1  After Rehoboam's position as king was established and 
he had become strong, he and all Israel with him abandoned the 
law of the LORD.



  

Rehoboam

Listened to prophet Shemaiah
Abandoned the Law
Turned to idolatry

Contrast to David’s love of the Law
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Asa
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1Ki 15:11  Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as his 
father David had done.
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2Ch 16:7  At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah 
and said to him: "Because you relied on the king of Aram and not 
on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped 
from your hand.

2Ch 16:10  Asa was angry with the seer because of this; he was so 
enraged that he put him in prison. At the same time Asa brutally 
oppressed some of the people. 

Asa



  

Great reforms
Resentful when rebuked
Failed to rely on the LORD

Contrast to David when rebuked

Lessons from 
Kings of the Jews

Asa



  

Jehoshaphat

2Ch 19:4  Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went out again 
among the people from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim 
and turned them back to the LORD, the God of their fathers. 

2Ch 19:8  In Jerusalem also, Jehoshaphat appointed some of the 
Levites, priests and heads of Israelite families to administer the 
law of the LORD and to settle disputes. And they lived in 
Jerusalem. 

Spiritual leadership
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Like David, inquiring of the LORD

1Ki 22:5  But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, "First 
seek the counsel of the LORD." 
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Jehoshaphat



  

Bringing evil influence into Judah

2Ch 18:1  Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honor, and he 
allied himself with Ahab by marriage. 
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Jehoshaphat



  

Uzziah

Benefit of having a spiritual mentor in your life!

2Ch 26:4  He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as 
his father Amaziah had done. 
2Ch 26:5  He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who 
instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the LORD, 
God gave him success. 
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Ahaz

Yet he was the grandson and son of two good kings:
 Uzziah and Jotham

2Ki 16:3  He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and even 
sacrificed his son in the fire, following the detestable ways of the 
nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 
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Hezekiah

Seeking the will of God in all that he did.

2Ch 31:21  In everything that he undertook in the service of God's 
temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought 
his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.  
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Manasseh

Judah’s fate is sealed.

2Ki 21:11  "Manasseh king of Judah has committed these 
detestable sins. He has done more evil than the Amorites who 
preceded him and has led Judah into sin with his idols. 
2Ki 21:12  Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says: I am going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah 
that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. 
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Manasseh

Judah’s fate is sealed.

Jer 15:1  Then the LORD said to me: "Even if Moses and Samuel 
were to stand before me, my heart would not go out to this people. 
Send them away from my presence! Let them go!  
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Jer 15:4  I will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the 
earth because of what Manasseh son of Hezekiah king of Judah 
did in Jerusalem.   



  

Josiah

Josiah’s humility saved himself, but not Judah

2Ki 22:2  He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and 
walked in all the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the 
right or to the left. 
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2Ki 22:20  Therefore I will gather you to your fathers, and you will 
be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am 
going to bring on this place.'" So they took her answer back to the 
king. 



  



  

Trust and obey (Saul vs David)
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Beware of ungodly influences 
(Solomon, Jehoshaphat) 

Love God’s word (David)

Be humble when corrected (David vs Asa)

Do good during times of trouble (Elisha)
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Lessons from both kingdoms:
- Flee from idolatry!
- Repent while you have a chance!



  

Big picture

The only king we need is God!

Lessons from 
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