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1Ki 11:9  The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart 
had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had 
appeared to him twice. 
1Ki 11:10  Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other 
gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD's command. 
1Ki 11:11  So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your 
attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, 
which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom 
away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. 
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1Ki 11:12  Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not 
do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 
1Ki 11:13  Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will 
give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the 
sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen." 
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1Ki 11:29  About that time Jeroboam was going out of Jerusalem, 
and Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh met him on the way, wearing a 
new cloak. The two of them were alone out in the country, 
1Ki 11:30  and Ahijah took hold of the new cloak he was wearing 
and tore it into twelve pieces. 
1Ki 11:31  Then he said to Jeroboam, "Take ten pieces for yourself, 
for this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'See, I am going 
to tear the kingdom out of Solomon's hand and give you ten tribes. 
1Ki 11:32  But for the sake of my servant David and the city of 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, he 
will have one tribe. 
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1Ki 11:33  I will do this because they have forsaken me and 
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the 
god of the Moabites, and Molech the god of the Ammonites, and 
have not walked in my ways, nor done what is right in my eyes, 
nor kept my statutes and laws as David, Solomon's father, did. 
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1Ki 11:37  However, as for you, I will take you, and you will rule 
over all that your heart desires; you will be king over Israel. 
1Ki 11:38  If you do whatever I command you and walk in my ways 
and do what is right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and 
commands, as David my servant did, I will be with you. I will build 
you a dynasty as enduring as the one I built for David and will give 
Israel to you. 
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1Ki 12:13  The king answered the people harshly. Rejecting the 
advice given him by the elders, 
1Ki 12:14  he followed the advice of the young men and said, "My 
father made your yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My 
father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with 
scorpions." 
1Ki 12:15  So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of 
events was from the LORD, to fulfill the word the LORD had 
spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite. 
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1Ki 12:20  When all the Israelites heard that Jeroboam had 
returned, they sent and called him to the assembly and made him 
king over all Israel. Only the tribe of Judah remained loyal to the 
house of David. 
1Ki 12:21  When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mustered the 
whole house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin—a hundred and 
eighty thousand fighting men—to make war against the house of 
Israel and to regain the kingdom for Rehoboam son of Solomon. 
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1Ki 12:22  But this word of God came to Shemaiah the man of 
God: 
1Ki 12:23  "Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah, to the 
whole house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, 
1Ki 12:24  "This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight 
against your brothers, the Israelites. Go home, every one of you, 
for this is my doing.'" So they obeyed the word of the LORD and 
went home again, as the LORD had ordered. 
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1Ki 12:24  "This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight 
against your brothers, the Israelites. Go home, every one of you, 
for this is my doing.'" So they obeyed the word of the LORD and 
went home again, as the LORD had ordered. 
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A lesson for us today!

Dan 2:21  He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and 
deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the 
discerning. 

Jer 27:5  With my great power and outstretched arm I made the 
earth and its people and the animals that are on it, and I give it to 
anyone I please. 
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1Ki 12:26  Jeroboam thought to himself, "The kingdom will now 
likely revert to the house of David. 
1Ki 12:27  If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of 
the LORD in Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to 
their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill me and return 
to King Rehoboam." 
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1Ki 12:28  After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. 
He said to the people, "It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out 
of Egypt." 
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Lack of faith leads to idolatry
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1Ki 12:31  Jeroboam built shrines on high places and appointed 
priests from all sorts of people, even though they were not Levites. 
1Ki 12:32  He instituted a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth 
month, like the festival held in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the 
altar. This he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves he had made. 
And at Bethel he also installed priests at the high places he had 
made. 
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1Ki 13:1  By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah 
to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an 
offering. 
1Ki 13:2  He cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD: 
"O altar, altar! This is what the LORD says: 'A son named Josiah 
will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice the 
priests of the high places who now make offerings here, and 
human bones will be burned on you.'" 
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1Ki 13:33  Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, 
but once more appointed priests for the high places from all sorts 
of people. Anyone who wanted to become a priest he consecrated 
for the high places. 
1Ki 13:34  This was the sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its 
downfall and to its destruction from the face of the earth. 
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1Ki 14:7  Go, tell Jeroboam that this is what the LORD, the God of 
Israel, says: 'I raised you up from among the people and made you 
a leader over my people Israel. 
1Ki 14:8  I tore the kingdom away from the house of David and 
gave it to you, but you have not been like my servant David, who 
kept my commands and followed me with all his heart, doing only 
what was right in my eyes.
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1Ki 14:9  You have done more evil than all who lived before you. 
You have made for yourself other gods, idols made of metal; you 
have provoked me to anger and thrust me behind your back. 
1Ki 14:10  "'Because of this, I am going to bring disaster on the 
house of Jeroboam. I will cut off from Jeroboam every last male in 
Israel—slave or free. I will burn up the house of Jeroboam as one 
burns dung, until it is all gone. 
1Ki 14:11  Dogs will eat those belonging to Jeroboam who die in 
the city, and the birds of the air will feed on those who die in the 
country. The LORD has spoken!' 
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1Ki 14:14  "The LORD will raise up for himself a king over Israel 
who will cut off the family of Jeroboam. This is the day! What? 
Yes, even now. 
1Ki 14:15  And the LORD will strike Israel, so that it will be like a 
reed swaying in the water. He will uproot Israel from this good 
land that he gave to their forefathers and scatter them beyond the 
River, because they provoked the LORD to anger by making 
Asherah poles. 
1Ki 14:16  And he will give Israel up because of the sins Jeroboam 
has committed and has caused Israel to commit." 
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1Ki 11:38  If you do whatever I command you and walk in my ways 
and do what is right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and 
commands, as David my servant did, I will be with you. I will build 
you a dynasty as enduring as the one I built for David and will give 
Israel to you. 
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What might have been!

Instead, Jeroboam’s descendents were wiped from the earth.

And Israel would ultimately be destroyed by the Assyrians



  

Kings of the Jews

Sins of Jeroboam

Idolatry: Golden calves
Idolatry: Asherah poles
Non-Levite priests
High places
Festivals
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1Ki 14:21  Rehoboam son of Solomon was king in Judah. He was 
forty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned 
seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city the LORD had chosen out of 
all the tribes of Israel in which to put his Name. His mother's 
name was Naamah; she was an Ammonite. 
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2Ch 11:13  The priests and Levites from all their districts 
throughout Israel sided with him. 
2Ch 11:14  The Levites even abandoned their pasturelands and 
property, and came to Judah and Jerusalem because Jeroboam 
and his sons had rejected them as priests of the LORD. 
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2Ch 11:16  Those from every tribe of Israel who set their hearts on 
seeking the LORD, the God of Israel, followed the Levites to 
Jerusalem to offer sacrifices to the LORD, the God of their fathers. 
2Ch 11:17  They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and 
supported Rehoboam son of Solomon three years, walking in the 
ways of David and Solomon during this time. 
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2Ch 12:1  After Rehoboam's position as king was established and 
he had become strong, he and all Israel with him abandoned the 
law of the LORD. 
2Ch 12:2  Because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak 
king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem in the fifth year of King 
Rehoboam. 
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1Ki 14:22  Judah did evil in the eyes of the LORD. By the sins they 
committed they stirred up his jealous anger more than their 
fathers had done. 
1Ki 14:23  They also set up for themselves high places, sacred 
stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every 
spreading tree. 
1Ki 14:24  There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land; the 
people engaged in all the detestable practices of the nations the 
LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 
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2Ch 12:5  Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam and to 
the leaders of Judah who had assembled in Jerusalem for fear of 
Shishak, and he said to them, "This is what the LORD says, 'You 
have abandoned me; therefore, I now abandon you to Shishak.'"
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2Ch 12:6  The leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves 
and said, "The LORD is just." 
2Ch 12:7  When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, this 
word of the LORD came to Shemaiah: "Since they have humbled 
themselves, I will not destroy them but will soon give them 
deliverance. My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem 
through Shishak. 
2Ch 12:8  They will, however, become subject to him, so that they 
may learn the difference between serving me and serving the kings 
of other lands." 
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2Ch 12:12  Because Rehoboam humbled himself, the LORD's 
anger turned from him, and he was not totally destroyed. Indeed, 
there was some good in Judah. 
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Rehoboam

2Ch 12:14  He did evil because he had not set his heart on seeking 
the LORD. 



  

1Ki 14:30  There was continual warfare between Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam. 
1Ki 14:31  And Rehoboam rested with his fathers and was buried 
with them in the City of David. His mother's name was Naamah; 
she was an Ammonite. And Abijah his son succeeded him as king. 
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Abandoned the Law
High places
Sacred stones
Asherah poles
Shrine prostitutes
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2Ch 12:1  After Rehoboam's position as king was established and 
he had become strong, he and all Israel with him abandoned 
the law of the LORD.
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Sins in Judah under Rehoboam

Deu 17:18  When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write 
for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the 
priests, who are Levites. 
Deu 17:19  It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of 
his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and 
follow carefully all the words of this law and these 
decrees 
Deu 17:20  and not consider himself better than his brothers and 
turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his 
descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel. 
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Next week: Abijah, and Asa, kings of Judah

And the next five kings of Israel
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