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Kings of the Jews

Before the Kings:  Patriarchs

Gen 12:1  The LORD had said to Abram, "Go from your country, 
your people and your father's household to the land I will show 
you. 
Gen 12:2  "I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
Gen 12:3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you 
I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 



  

Kings of the Jews

Before the Kings:  Patriarchs

Gen 12:1  The LORD had said to Abram, "Go from your country, 
your people and your father's household to the land I will show 
you. 
Gen 12:2  "I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
Gen 12:3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you 
I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

Act 7:8  Then he gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. And 
Abraham became the father of Isaac and circumcised him eight 
days after his birth. Later Isaac became the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs. 
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Before the Kings:  Moses



  

Exo 3:10  So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people the Israelites out of Egypt." 
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Exo 3:10  So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people the Israelites out of Egypt." 

Kings of the Jews

Exo 14:31  And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD 
displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and 
put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

Before the Kings:  Moses
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Num 27:15  Moses said to the LORD, 
Num 27:16  "May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, 
appoint a man over this community 
Num 27:17  to go out and come in before them, one who will lead 
them out and bring them in, so the LORD's people will not be like 
sheep without a shepherd." 
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Num 27:15  Moses said to the LORD, 
Num 27:16  "May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, 
appoint a man over this community 
Num 27:17  to go out and come in before them, one who will lead 
them out and bring them in, so the LORD's people will not be like 
sheep without a shepherd." 

Kings of the Jews

Before the Kings:  Joshua

Deu 34:9  Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of 
wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the 
Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 
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Before the Kings:  Judges

God did not appoint a successor after Joshua



  

Jdg 8:22  The Israelites said to Gideon, "Rule over us—you, your 
son and your grandson—because you have saved us out of the 
hand of Midian." 
Jdg 8:23  But Gideon told them, "I will not rule over you, nor will 
my son rule over you. The LORD will rule over you." 
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Jdg 8:22  The Israelites said to Gideon, "Rule over us—you, your 
son and your grandson—because you have saved us out of the 
hand of Midian." 
Jdg 8:23  But Gideon told them, "I will not rule over you, nor will 
my son rule over you. The LORD will rule over you." 

Kings of the Jews

Before the Kings:  Judges

Jdg 21:25  In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw 
fit. 



  

Jdg 8:22  The Israelites said to Gideon, "Rule over us—you, your 
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Kings of the Jews

Before the Kings:  Judges

Jdg 21:25  In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw 
fit. 

Failure to submit to God as their King



  

Kings of the Jews

Israel asks for a king

What could a human king do better than God?



  

1Sa 8:1  When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges 
for Israel. 
1Sa 8:2  The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his 
second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 
1Sa 8:3  But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside 
after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 
1Sa 8:4  So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah. 
1Sa 8:5  They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk 
in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other 
nations have." 

Kings of the Jews

Israel asks for a king



  

1Sa 8:6  But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this 
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 
1Sa 8:7  And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are 
saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have 
rejected me as their king. 
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Israel asks for a king



  

1Sa 8:6  But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this 
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 
1Sa 8:7  And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are 
saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have 
rejected me as their king. 

Kings of the Jews

God was not pleased!

Israel asks for a king
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1Sa 8:9  Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them 
know what the king who will reign over them will do." 
1Sa 8:10  Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who 
were asking him for a king. 
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1Sa 8:9  Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them 
know what the king who will reign over them will do." 
1Sa 8:10  Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who 
were asking him for a king. 

Kings of the Jews

Warnings about kings

1Sa 8:18  When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the 
king you have chosen, and the LORD will not answer you in that 
day." 



  

Kings of the Jews

Warnings about kings

The price of having a king:
- sons and daughters as servants and army
- the best of your fields
- a tenth of your harvest 
- your servants and the best of your livestock
- you will become slaves



  

Kings of the Jews

Warnings about kings

The price of having a king:
- sons and daughters as servants and army
- the best of your fields
- a tenth of your harvest 
- your servants and the best of your livestock
- you will become slaves

Patriarchs and judges did not do those things!
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What this teaches us about man
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What this teaches us about man

What this teaches us about God
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Kings of the Jews

Regulations for the king

Deu 17:17  He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led 
astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.



  

Deu 17:18  When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write 
for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the 
priests, who are Levites. 
Deu 17:19  It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of 
his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and 
follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees 
Deu 17:20  and not consider himself better than his brothers and 
turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his 
descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel. 
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Deu 17:17  He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led 
astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.



  

Deu 17:18  When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write 
for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the 
priests, who are Levites. 
Deu 17:19  It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of 
his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and 
follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees 
Deu 17:20  and not consider himself better than his brothers and 
turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his 
descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel. 

Kings of the Jews

Regulations for the king

Disregarding the law became a recurring problem

Deu 17:17  He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led 
astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.



  

Kings of the Jews

The first king:  Saul



  

1Sa 9:17  When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD said to 
him, "This is the man I spoke to you about; he will govern my 
people." 

Kings of the Jews

Saul was out looking for his father’s donkeys



  

1Sa 9:17  When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD said to 
him, "This is the man I spoke to you about; he will govern my 
people." 

Kings of the Jews

Saul was out looking for his father’s donkeys

1Sa 9:21  Saul answered, "But am I not a Benjamite, from the 
smallest tribe of Israel, and is not my clan the least of all the clans 
of the tribe of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing to me?" 



  

1Sa 10:1  Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on Saul's 
head and kissed him, saying, "Has not the LORD anointed you 
leader over his inheritance? 

Kings of the Jews

Saul anointed as king

Samuel describes a series of signs that would occur



  

Kings of the Jews

Saul anointed as king

1Sa 10:8  "Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I will surely come down 
to you to sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but 
you must wait seven days until I come to you and tell you what 
you are to do." 
1Sa 10:9  As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul's 
heart, and all these signs were fulfilled that day. 
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Saul proclaimed as king

1Sa 10:17  Samuel summoned the people of Israel to the LORD at 
Mizpah 
1Sa 10:18  and said to them, "This is what the LORD, the God of 
Israel, says: 'I brought Israel up out of Egypt, and I delivered you 
from the power of Egypt and all the kingdoms that oppressed you.' 
1Sa 10:19  But you have now rejected your God, who saves you out 
of all your calamities and distresses. And you have said, 'No, set a 
king over us.' So now present yourselves before the LORD by your 
tribes and clans." 
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Saul proclaimed as king

1Sa 10:20  When Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, the 
tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 
1Sa 10:21  Then he brought forward the tribe of Benjamin, clan by 
clan, and Matri's clan was chosen. Finally Saul son of Kish was 
chosen. But when they looked for him, he was not to be found. 
1Sa 10:22  So they inquired further of the LORD, "Has the man 
come here yet?" And the LORD said, "Yes, he has hidden himself 
among the baggage." 
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Saul proclaimed as king

1Sa 10:23  They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among 
the people he was a head taller than any of the others. 
1Sa 10:24  Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see the man the 
LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people." 
Then the people shouted, "Long live the king!" 



  

Kings of the Jews

God set Saul up for success

A prophet of God to give him instructions (1Sa 10:8)

The Spirit of God to move his heart (1Sa 11:6)

The LORD fighting for Israel (1Sa 11:13) 

God is with you (1Sa 10:7)



  

Kings of the Jews

The First Test

1Sa 13:2  Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two 
thousand were with him at Micmash and in the hill country of 
Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in 
Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes. 

Sa 13:5  The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three 
thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as 
numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped 
at Micmash, east of Beth Aven. 



  

Kings of the Jews

1Sa 13:8  He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but 
Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul's men began to scatter. 
1Sa 13:9  So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the 
fellowship offerings." And Saul offered up the burnt offering. 

The First Test



  

Kings of the Jews

1Sa 13:13  "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept 
the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would 
have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
1Sa 13:14  But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has 
sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of 
his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command." 

The First Test

Saul fails the test because of fear



  

Kings of the Jews

Saul goes his own way 

1Sa 14:6  Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, "Come, let's go 
over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the 
LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from 
saving, whether by many or by few." 



  

Kings of the Jews

1Sa 14:24  Now the men of Israel were in distress that day, because 
Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, "Cursed be any 
man who eats food before evening comes, before I have avenged 
myself on my enemies!" So none of the troops tasted food. 

Saul goes his own way 



  

Kings of the Jews

1Sa 14:24  Now the men of Israel were in distress that day, because 
Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, "Cursed be any 
man who eats food before evening comes, before I have avenged 
myself on my enemies!" So none of the troops tasted food. 

Failure to inquire of the LORD

Avenging himself

Saul goes his own way 



  

Kings of the Jews

Saul:  Final test

1Sa 15:2  This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'I will punish the 
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as 
they came up from Egypt. 
1Sa 15:3  Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy 
everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death 
men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels 
and donkeys.'" 

1Sa 15:9  But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the 
sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was 
good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but 
everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed. 



  

Kings of the Jews

Saul:  Final test

1Sa 15:11  "I am grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has 
turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions." 
Samuel was troubled, and he cried out to the LORD all that night. 

1Sa 15:22  But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the 
LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than 
the fat of rams. 
1Sa 15:23  For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and 
arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected 
the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king." 
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Saul’s downfall

Rebellion, arrogance

Failure to fully obey

Fear and wavering faith

Rejected the Word of the LORD



  

Kings of the Jews

To obey is better than sacrifice.



  

Kings of the Jews

To obey is better than sacrifice.

Next week:  A man after God’s own heart
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