
  

Acts of the Apostles



  

The Gospel of Jesus

1Co 15:3  For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 
1Co 15:4  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures,
1Co 15:5  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the 
Twelve. 



  

Christ died for our sins

Christ was raised from the dead

Proofs from prophecy and witnesses

The Gospel of Jesus

When was that first preached?    Acts 2



  

Last week: Pentecost:
Acts 2

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (OT prophets, witnesses)
Repentance
Baptism
Forgiveness
Holy Spirit



  

Last Week:  Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (OT prophets, witnesses)
Repentance
Forgiveness

Not mentioned:  Baptism, Holy Spirit

But Acts 2:39 says those things applied



  

Samaria:
Acts 8:5-13



  

Samaria:
Acts 8:5-13

Act 8:12  But when they believed Philip as he preached the good 
news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women. 
Act 8:13  Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he 
followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and 
miracles he saw. 

Act 8:5  Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the 
Christ there. 
Act 8:6  When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous 
signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. 



  

Samaria:
Acts 8:5-13

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Gospel of Kingdom and Christ
Evidence (miracles)
Baptism

Not explicitly mentioned: 
Jesus' death and resurrection, 

repentance, forgiveness, *Holy Spirit 

Included in “Gospel”? 



  

Ethiopian Eunuch:
Acts 8:26-40



  

Act 8:34  The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the 
prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" 
Act 8:35  Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture 
and told him the good news about Jesus. 
Act 8:36  As they traveled along the road, they came to some water 
and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be 
baptized?" 

Ethiopian Eunuch:
Acts 8:26-40



  

Ethiopian Eunuch:
Acts 8:26-40

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (spoken of in OT)
Good news about Jesus
Evidence (prophecy in Isaiah)
Baptism

Not explicitly mentioned: 
Jesus' death and resurrection, 

repentance, forgiveness, Holy Spirit 

Included in “Gospel”? 



  

Saul (Apostle Paul):
Acts 9:3-18,  Acts 22:6-16



  

Act 9:4  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?"
Act 9:5  "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting," he replied. 
Act 9:6  "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what 
you must do."

Saul (Apostle Paul):
Acts 9:3-18,  Acts 22:6-16

Saul becomes a witness to the resurrection 



  

Act 22:14  "Then he said: 'The God of our fathers has chosen you 
to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words 
from his mouth. 
Act 22:15  You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen 
and heard. 
Act 22:16  And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized 
and wash your sins away, calling on his name.' 

Saul (Apostle Paul):
Acts 9:3-18,  Acts 22:6-16

Act 9:17  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing 
his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who 
appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent 
me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."



  

Saul (Apostle Paul):
Acts 9:3-18,  Acts 22:6-16

Elements of conversion

Direct encounter with Jesus 
(Resurrection, evidence)
Holy Spirit
Baptism
Forgiveness

Not explicitly mentioned: 
Messiah, Repentance



  

Cornelius:
Acts 10:36-48



  

Cornelius:
Acts 10:36-48

Act 10:34  Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God 
does not show favoritism 
Act 10:35  but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is 
right. 



  

Cornelius:
Acts 10:36-48

Act 10:36  You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the 
good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
Act 10:37  You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John preached—
Act 10:38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under 
the power of the devil, because God was with him. 
Act 10:39  "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 
Act 10:40  but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 
him to be seen. 
Act 10:41  He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God 
had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
the dead. 



  

Cornelius:
Acts 10:36-48

Act 10:42  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 
Act 10:43  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 



  

Cornelius:
Acts 10:36-48

Act 10:44  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 
came on all who heard the message. 
Act 10:45  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles. 
Act 10:46  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 
Then Peter said, 
Act 10:47  "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with 
water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 
Act 10:48  So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 



  

Cornelius:
Acts 10:36-48

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (OT prophets, witnesses)
Repentance (fear God and do right)
Baptism
Forgiveness
* Holy Spirit 

First time this message is preached to Gentiles



  

Pisidian Antioch:
Acts 13:16-52



  

Pisidian Antioch:
Acts 13:16-52

Act 13:23  "From this man's descendants God has brought to Israel the 
Savior Jesus, as he promised. 
Act 13:24  Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and 
baptism to all the people of Israel. 

Act 13:29  When they had carried out all that was written about him, 
they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 
Act 13:30  But God raised him from the dead, 
Act 13:31  and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with 
him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 

After a review of the history of God’s dealing with Israel



  

Pisidian Antioch:
Acts 13:16-52

Act 13:38  "Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through 
Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 

Act 13:43  When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and 
devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked 
with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 



  

Pisidian Antioch:
Acts 13:16-52

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (promised descendant from David)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (OT prophets, witnesses)
Repentance 
Forgiveness
Holy Spirit

Not explicitly mentioned: Baptism in Jesus’ name
(did mention John’s baptism)



  

Lydia:
Acts 16:12-15



  

Lydia:
Acts 16:12-15

Act 16:13  On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, 
where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to 
speak to the women who had gathered there. 
Act 16:14  One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The 
Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 
Act 16:15  When she and the members of her household were baptized, 
she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," 
she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.



  

Lydia:
Acts 16:12-15

Elements of conversion

Paul's message
Baptism

Not explicitly mentioned: 
Messiah, resurrection, evidence, 

repentance, forgiveness, Holy Spirit 



  

Philippian Jailer:
Acts 16:30-34



  

Philippian Jailer:
Acts 16:30-34

Act 16:30  He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?" 
Act 16:31  They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved
—you and your household." 
Act 16:32  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the 
others in his house. 
Act 16:33  At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their 
wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. 
Act 16:34  The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before 
them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he 
and his whole family.



  

Elements of conversion

Not explicitly mentioned:
evidence, repentance, forgiveness,

Holy Spirit

Philippian Jailer:
Acts 16:30-34

The word of the Lord
Baptism



  

Thessalonica
Acts 17:1-3



  

Thessalonica
Acts 17:1-3

Act 17:2  As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three 
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
Act 17:3  explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise 
from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he 
said.  



  

Elements of conversion

Not explicitly mentioned:
Repentance, baptism, forgiveness,

Holy Spirit

Thessalonica
Acts 17:1-3

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (explaining and proving)



  

Athens
Acts 17:16-34



  

Athens
Acts 17:16-34

Act 17:18  A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute 
with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" 
Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said 
this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the 
resurrection. 



  

Athens
Acts 17:16-34

Act 17:18  A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute 
with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" 
Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said 
this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the 
resurrection. 

Act 17:29  "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by 
man's design and skill. 
Act 17:30  In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent. 
Act 17:31  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice 
by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by 
raising him from the dead."



  

Elements of conversion

Not explicitly mentioned:
Jesus is the Christ (Messiah),

Baptism, forgiveness,
Holy Spirit

Athens
Acts 17:16-34

The good news about Jesus
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (resurrection)
Repentance



  

Apollos in Ephesus
Acts 18:24-28



  

Apollos in Ephesus
Acts 18:24-28

Act 18:24  Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came 
to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the 
Scriptures. 
Act 18:25  He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke 
with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew 
only the baptism of John. 
Act 18:26  He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla 
and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to 
him the way of God more adequately. 



  

Missing elements!

Aquila and Priscilla taught him more adequately

Apollos in Ephesus
Acts 18:24-28

Taught about Jesus accurately
Knew only the baptism of John
(Acts 19:2) also missing Holy Spirit



  

Ephesus
Acts 19:1-7



  

Ephesus
Acts 19:1-7

Act 19:1  While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the 
interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 
Act 19:2  and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit." 
Act 19:3  So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's 
baptism," they replied. 
Act 19:4  Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He 
told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 
Act 19:5  On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 
Act 19:6  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 



  

Elements of conversion

Not explicitly mentioned:
Jesus is the Christ (Messiah),

Resurrection,
Forgiveness

Ephesus
Acts 19:1-7

Apollos had taught them accurately about Jesus 
Paul taught them about baptism into Jesus
- and about the gift of the Holy Spirit

Will come back to this when 
we study the Holy Spirit



  

Messiah Resur-
rection

Evidence Repent Baptism Forgive
ness

Holy 
Spirit

Pentecost X X X X X X X

Solomon's 
Colonnade

X X X X X

Samaria X X X

Ethiopian 
Eunoch

X X X

Saul / Paul X X X X X

Cornelius X X X X X X X

Pisidian 
Antioch

X X X X X X

Lydia X

Philippian 
Jailer

X

Thessalonica X X X

Athens X X

Ephesus X X



  

Messiah Resur-
rection

Evidence Repent Baptism Forgive
ness

Holy 
Spirit

Pentecost X X X X X X X

Solomon's 
Colonnade

X X X X X

Samaria X X X

Ethiopian 
Eunoch

X X X

Saul / Paul X X X X X

Cornelius X X X X X X X

Pisidian 
Antioch

X X X X X X

Lydia X

Philippian 
Jailer

X

Thessalonica X X X

Athens X X

Ephesus X X



  

Two cases where every 
element is mentioned

Examining the 
summary chart



  

Two cases where every 
element is mentioned

Examining the 
summary chart

Pentecost:  First time the gospel is preached to Jews

Cornelius:  First time the gospel is preached to Gentiles



  

Two cases where every 
element is mentioned

Examining the 
summary chart

Pentecost:  First time the gospel is preached to Jews

We'll see another parallel 
between these two occasions 

when we cover the Holy Spirit

Cornelius:  First time the gospel is preached to Gentiles



  

Next week: The Holy Spirit
(first of two weeks)

Acts of the Apostles
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