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Topics for this class

Acts of the Apostles

1) Conversions in Acts (2 weeks)
2) The Holy Spirit in 1st Century
3) The Holy Spirit today



  

Conversions in Acts



  

Conversions in Acts

Why we look there



  

What must I do to be saved?



  

What must I do to be saved?

Luk 18:18  A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
Luk 18:19  "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No 
one is good—except God alone.
Luk 18:20  You know the commandments: 'Do not commit 
adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false 
testimony, honor your father and mother.'"
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Jesus answered:  Obey the Law



  

What must I do to be saved?

Act 16:29  The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell 
trembling before Paul and Silas. 
Act 16:30  He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?" 
Act 16:31  They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved—you and your household." 



  

What must I do to be saved?

Act 16:29  The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell 
trembling before Paul and Silas. 
Act 16:30  He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?" 
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will be saved—you and your household." 

Paul answered:  Believe in Jesus



  

What must I do to be saved?

Paul answered:  Believe in Jesus

Jesus answered:  Obey the Law

What changed?



  

The Gospel of Jesus

1Co 2:2  For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 



  

The Gospel of Jesus

1Co 15:3  For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 
1Co 15:4  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures,
1Co 15:5  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the 
Twelve. 



  

Christ died for our sins

Christ was raised from the dead

Proofs from prophecy and witnesses

The Gospel of Jesus



  

Christ died for our sins

Christ was raised from the dead

Proofs from prophecy and witnesses

The Gospel of Jesus

When was that first preached?    Acts 2
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Act 1:4  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about.
Act 1:5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
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Act 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Conversions in Acts



  Wait for power from the Holy Spirit

Act 1:4  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about.
Act 1:5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

Act 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
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Pentecost:
Acts 2

Act 2:1  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. 
Act 2:2  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
Act 2:3  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and 
came to rest on each of them. 
Act 2:4  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Power from the Holy Spirit



  

Act 2:15  These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the 
morning! 
Act 2:16  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
Act 2:17  "'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see 
visions, your old men will dream dreams. 
Act 2:18  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 
Act 2:19  I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
Act 2:20  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood 
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
Act 2:21  And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.' 

Evidence from scripture

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Act 2:22  "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a 
man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, 
which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.

Evidence of the miracles

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Act 2:25  David said about him: "'I saw the Lord always before me. Because 
he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
Act 2:26  Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also 
will live in hope, 
Act 2:27  because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your 
Holy One see decay. 
Act 2:28  You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with 
joy in your presence.' 
Act 2:29  "Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 
Act 2:30  But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on 
oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 
Act 2:31  Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, 
that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 

Evidence from scripture

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Act 2:32  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses 
of the fact.

Evidence of witnesses

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Here's that question again!

Act 2:37  When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, 
what shall we do?" 

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

And a detailed answer!

Act 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Act 2:39  The promise is for you and your children and for 
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

And a detailed answer!

Act 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Act 2:39  The promise is for you and your children and for 
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

A conditional promise

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Act 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Act 2:39  The promise is for you and your children and for 
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Conditions

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Act 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Act 2:39  The promise is for you and your children and for 
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

What was promised

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Act 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Act 2:39  The promise is for you and your children and for 
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Who the promise applies to

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

The conditions are as permanent as the promise!

Act 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Act 2:39  The promise is for you and your children and for 
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Who the promise applies to

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Fulfilling the words of Jesus

Luk 24:46  He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ 
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
Luk 24:47  and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Pentecost:
Acts 2
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your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (OT prophets, miracles, witnesses)
Repentance
Baptism
Forgiveness
Holy Spirit
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Elements of conversion

First time this message is preached

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (OT prophets, miracles, witnesses)
Repentance
Baptism
Forgiveness
Holy Spirit

Fullest detail given in first conversion account

Pentecost:
Acts 2



  

Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Act 3:13  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of 
our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him 
over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, 
though he had decided to let him go. 
Act 3:14  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked that a murderer be released to you. 
Act 3:15  You killed the author of life, but God raised him 
from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 
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Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

 Witnesses

Act 3:13  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of 
our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him 
over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, 
though he had decided to let him go. 
Act 3:14  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked that a murderer be released to you. 
Act 3:15  You killed the author of life, but God raised him 
from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 

Resurrection



  

Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Act 3:18  But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 

Evidence  from scriptures



  

Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Act 3:19  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 



  

Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Act 3:19  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 

Repentance



  

Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Act 3:19  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 

Repentance

Forgiveness of sins



  

Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Act 4:4  But many who heard the message believed, and the 
number of men grew to about five thousand. 

Briefly summarizing the conversions



  

Solomon's Colonnade
Acts 3:11-4:4

Elements of conversion

Jesus is the Christ (Messiah)
Jesus' death and resurrection
Evidence (OT prophets, witnesses)
Repentance
Forgiveness

Not mentioned:  Baptism, Holy Spirit

But Acts 2:39 says those things applied



  

Next week: 
More conversions in Acts

Acts of the Apostles
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