
  

The Gospel of John

Chapters 7 and 8



  

Joh 20:30  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 
Joh 20:31  but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name. 

The Gospel of John

Purpose of the book



  

The Gospel of John

Previously

Miracles:
- turned water into wine
- healed official's son
- healed crippled man at pool
- fed 5000
- walked on water



  

The Gospel of John

Previously

Interactions
- cleared the temple
- conversation with Nicodemus
- woman at the well
- challenged for healing on Sabbath



  

The Gospel of John

Previously

Claims and teachings
- light came but men loved darkness
- “I who speak to you am he [Messiah]”
- my food is to do my Father's will
- resurrection and judgment
- fulfillment of scripture
- bread of life



  

Joh 2:13  When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 

The Gospel of John

Passovers of Jesus' Ministry

Joh 5:1  Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of 
the Jews. 

Joh 2:13  When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 

Joh 6:4  The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 

Joh 5:1  Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of 
the Jews. [Passover?] 

Joh 12:1  Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, 
where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 



  

The Gospel of John

Chapter 7

Jesus goes to Jerusalem
- what were people saying
- teaching at the Feast
- responses to the teaching



  

Joh 7:11  Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for him and 
asking, "Where is that man?" 
Joh 7:12  Among the crowds there was widespread whispering 
about him. Some said, "He is a good man." Others replied, "No, he 
deceives the people." 
Joh 7:13  But no one would say anything publicly about him for 
fear of the Jews. 

The Gospel of John



  

Joh 7:14  Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to 
the temple courts and begin to teach. 
Joh 7:15  The Jews were amazed and asked, "How did this man get 
such learning without having studied?" 

The Gospel of John



  

Joh 7:16  Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes 
from him who sent me.
Joh 7:17  If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out 
whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my 
own.

The Gospel of John

His teaching was different from what they were used to

Came from a different source.



  

Joh 7:18  He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for 
himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him 
is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.
Joh 7:19  Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you 
keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?"

The Gospel of John

Contrast between teachings of Jesus and Pharisees

Evidence of their hypocrisy: trying to kill Jesus!



  

Joh 7:20  "You are demon-possessed," the crowd answered. "Who 
is trying to kill you?" 
Joh 7:21  Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you are all 
astonished.
Joh 7:22  Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though 
actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you 
circumcise a child on the Sabbath.

The Gospel of John

Reference to healing at Bethesda, on Sabbath

The healing had prompted Jews to want to kill him (John 5:18)



  

Joh 7:25  At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to 
ask, "Isn't this the man they are trying to kill? 
Joh 7:26  Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a 
word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the 
Christ? 
Joh 7:27  But we know where this man is from; when the Christ 
comes, no one will know where he is from." 

The Gospel of John

Doubters in the crowd



  

Joh 7:28  Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, 
"Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. I am not here 
on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him,
Joh 7:29  but I know him because I am from him and he sent me."
Joh 7:30  At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on 
him, because his time had not yet come. 
Joh 7:31  Still, many in the crowd put their faith in him. They said, 
"When the Christ comes, will he do more miraculous signs than 
this man?" 

The Gospel of John

Jesus again claims to have come from God

The crowd is divided



  

Joh 7:37  On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood 
and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me 
and drink.
Joh 7:38  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
streams of living water will flow from within him."
Joh 7:39  By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been 
given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.  

The Gospel of John

Another bold claim of Jesus



  

Joh 7:40  On hearing his words, some of the people said, "Surely 
this man is the Prophet." 
Joh 7:41  Others said, "He is the Christ." Still others asked, "How 
can the Christ come from Galilee? 
Joh 7:42  Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from 
David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?" 
Joh 7:43  Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 
Joh 7:44  Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on 
him. 

The Gospel of John

The crowd is divided



  

Joh 7:45  Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests 
and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?" 
Joh 7:46  "No one ever spoke the way this man does," the guards 
declared.

The Gospel of John

The Word became flesh (John 1:14)



  

Joh 7:47  "You mean he has deceived you also?" the Pharisees 
retorted. 
Joh 7:48  "Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in 
him? 
Joh 7:49  No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is 
a curse on them."

The Gospel of John

Pharisees reject Jesus



  

Joh 7:50  Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was 
one of their own number, asked, 
Joh 7:51  "Does our law condemn anyone without first hearing 
him to find out what he is doing?" 
Joh 7:52  They replied, "Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, 
and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee." 

The Gospel of John

Nicodemus objects.



  

The Gospel of John

Chapter 8

Jesus, Pharisees, and other Jews
- woman caught in adultery
- light of the world
- where Jesus came from
- Abraham's descendants



  

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery

J. W. McGarvey on John 7:53-8:11

This section is wanting in nearly all older manuscripts, 
but Jerome (A. D. 346-420) says that in his time it was 
contained in "many Greek and Latin manuscripts," and 
these must have been as good or better than the best 
manuscripts we now possess. But whether we regard it as 
part of John's narrative or not, scholars very generally 
accept it as a genuine piece of history.



  

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery

Early historical references to the incident:
- Papias (70–163 AD, Turkey)
- Didascalia Apostolorum (AD 230, Syria)
- Didymus the Blind (AD 350, Alexandria, Egypt)
- Ambrose (AD 375, Italy)
- Book II, Apostolic Constitutions (AD 380, Syria)
- Latin Vulgate (AD 382-384, Rome)
- Augustine (AD 419, Algeria)

All around the Mediterranean 

Earlier Greek manuscripts lacking it almost all come from Egypt



  

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery

The story was taught by prominent church leaders 
as early as  the early 2nd century.



  

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery

We are missing the “many Greek” manuscripts 
containing the passage which Jerome possessed.

The story was taught by prominent church leaders 
as early as  the early 2nd century.



  

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery

We are missing the “many Greek” manuscripts 
containing the passage which Jerome possessed.

Evidence was strong enough for Jerome to include 
it in Latin Vulgate (AD 382-384)

The story was taught by prominent church leaders 
as early as  the early 2nd century.



  

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery

4th century (AD 300-399) evidence supported inclusion 

NT Canon of 27 books was just becoming established 
- AD 367  (Athanasius Easter letter) 
- AD 384 (Jerome, Latin Vulgate) 



  

The Gospel of John

Augustine

Augustine considered the canon to be established
- On Christian Doctrine, Book ii, chapter 8 (about A.D. 397)

And considered John 7:53-8:11 to be part of it
- Adulterous Marriages, AD 419



  

The Gospel of John

Augustine on John 7:53-8:11 

"Certain persons of little faith, or rather enemies of the 
true faith, fearing, I suppose, lest their wives should be 
given impunity in sinning, removed from their 
manuscripts the Lord's act of forgiveness toward the 
adulteress, as if he who had said, Sin no more, had 
granted permission to sin."

- Augustine, Adulterous Marriages, AD 419

Augustine

Increased legalism in 2nd century church 



  

The Gospel of John

Catholic Church

But if any one receive not, as sacred and canonical, the 
said books entire with all their parts, as they have been 
used to be read in the Catholic Church, and as they are 
contained in the old Latin vulgate edition; and knowingly 
and deliberately contemn the traditions aforesaid; let him 
be anathema.
- Council of Trent, 1563, Catholic church 



  

The Gospel of John

Also considered canonical by both Greek and 
Russian Orthodox churches

But if any one receive not, as sacred and canonical, the 
said books entire with all their parts, as they have been 
used to be read in the Catholic Church, and as they are 
contained in the old Latin vulgate edition; and knowingly 
and deliberately contemn the traditions aforesaid; let him 
be anathema.
- Council of Trent, 1563, Catholic church 

Catholic Church



  

Isa 40:8  The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of 
our God stands forever." 

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery



  

Isa 40:8  The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of 
our God stands forever." 

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery

The same God who guided the formation of the 
Canon of scripture also guided what was included 
in those books.

- John 7:53-8:11 was included in the authoritative 
versions for over 1500 years after Jerome.



  

The Gospel of John

The woman caught in adultery



  

Joh 8:3  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a 
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 
Joh 8:4  and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in 
the act of adultery. 
Joh 8:5  In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. 
Now what do you say?"
Joh 8:6a  They were using this question as a trap, in order to have 
a basis for accusing him. 

The Gospel of John



  

The Gospel of John

1) If he answered that they should stone her, he would 
be in violation of Roman law, since only Rome had the 
authority to put someone to death (John 18:31).

2) If he did not advocate stoning her, he would be in 
violation of Mosaic law.

What the Pharisees and teachers of law were thinking:



  

The Gospel of John

1) If he answered that they should stone her, he would 
be in violation of Roman law, since only Rome had the 
authority to put someone to death (John 18:31).

2) If he did not advocate stoning her, he would be in 
violation of Mosaic law.

Joh 3:17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him

What Jesus was thinking:

What the Pharisees and teachers of law were thinking:



  

Joh 8:6  They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a 
basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write 
on the ground with his finger. 
Joh 8:7  When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up 
and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the 
first to throw a stone at her."
Joh 8:8  Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

The Gospel of John

Exposing their hypocrisy.



  

Joh 8:9  At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, 
the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still 
standing there. 
Joh 8:10  Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?"
Joh 8:11  "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," 
Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin." 

The Gospel of John

Unexpected mercy changes lives!



  

Joh 8:12  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life."

The Gospel of John

Another bold claim:  Light of the World

Joh 8:12  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life."

Joh 8:13  The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing 
as your own witness; your testimony is not valid."



  

Joh 8:17  In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two 
men is valid.
Joh 8:18  I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the 
Father, who sent me."

The Gospel of John

Validity of Jesus' testimony



  

Joh 8:19  Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" "You do 
not know me or my Father," Jesus replied. "If you knew me, you 
would know my Father also."
Joh 8:20  He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area 
near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized 
him, because his time had not yet come. 

The Gospel of John

Pharisees did not know the Father



  

The Gospel of John

More bold claims



  

Joh 8:21  Once more Jesus said to them, "I am going away, and 
you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you 
cannot come."

The Gospel of John

More bold claims

They didn't recognize him, so they will die in their sin.

By rejecting him, they were rejecting the Messiah (Psa 118:22) 



  

The Gospel of John

Joh 8:23  But he continued, "You are from below; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.

More bold claims

From above, not of this world.  
A claim of supernatural origin.



  

The Gospel of John

Joh 8:29  The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me 
alone, for I always do what pleases him."

More bold claims

A claim nobody else can make!



  

Joh 8:30  Even as he spoke, many believed in him. 
Joh 8:31  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Joh 8:32  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free." 

The Gospel of John

Jesus called for more than belief



  

Joh 8:33  They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants 
and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we 
shall be set free?" 
Joh 8:34  Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is 
a slave to sin.

The Gospel of John

Joh 8:37  I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are 
ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word.

The insufficiency of their belief becomes clear



  

The Gospel of John

Joh 8:46  Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the 
truth, why don't you believe me?
Joh 8:47  He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason 
you do not hear is that you do not belong to God."

Joh 8:51  I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will 
never see death."

Yet More bold claims



  

The Gospel of John

The real issue:  Who is Jesus?

Joh 8:48  The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that 
you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?"

Joh 8:53  Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and 
so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?" 



  

Joh 8:56  Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing 
my day; he saw it and was glad."
Joh 8:57  "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, 
"and you have seen Abraham!" 
Joh 8:58  "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham 
was born, I am!"
Joh 8:59  At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus 
hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 

The Gospel of John

Exo 3:14  God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you 
are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 



  

The Gospel of John

Jesus' claims in chapter 7

“I know him who sent me”

 “My teaching comes from him who sent me”

“Where I am going you cannot come”

Streams of living water will flow...



  

The Gospel of John

Responses in chapter 7

 Jewish leaders seeking to kill Jesus

 Jesus' brothers not really believing

Some said “He is a good man.”

Others said “No, he deceives the people.”

Many in the crowd put their faith in him.

“No one ever spoke the way this man does.”



  

The Gospel of John

Jesus' claims in chapter 8

“If you knew me, you would know my father also”

“I am the light of the world.”

“Where I go, you cannot come.”

“You are from below; I am from above.”

If you do not believe that I am he, you will die in your sins.

“Before Abraham was, I AM”



  

The Gospel of John

Responses in chapter 8

“Your testimony is not valid”

 Jewish leaders trying to trap Jesus

“Aren't you a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”

“Who do you think you are?”

They picked up stones to stone him.



  

The Gospel of John

Next week

More bold claims about who Jesus is

Many believe

An outstanding miracle

Strong opposition
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