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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

How God enabled us to have peace with himself.



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Our theme for 2016:  “Be transformed!”

Rom 12:2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 

In view of God's mercy!



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 1:17  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is 
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as 
it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

Previously

Rom 1:18  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 2:1  You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the 
other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass 
judgment do the same things. 

Previously

Rom 3:9  What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not 
at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles 
alike are all under sin. 
Rom 3:10  As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even 
one.” 
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Rom 3:11  there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 
Rom 3:12  All have turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one." 

Charges of sin from the OT



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:10  As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 
Rom 3:11  there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 
Rom 3:12  All have turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one." 

Psa 14:1  The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." They are 
corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. 
Psa 14:2  The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to 
see if there are any who understand, any who seek God. 
Psa 14:3  All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; 
there is no one who does good, not even one.  

Charges of sin from the OT
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deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their lips." 
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Psa 5:9  Not a word from their mouth can be trusted; their heart is 
filled with destruction. Their throat is an open grave; with their 
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:13  "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice 
deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their lips." 

Psa 5:9  Not a word from their mouth can be trusted; their heart is 
filled with destruction. Their throat is an open grave; with their 
tongue they speak deceit.  

Psa 140:3  They make their tongues as sharp as a serpent's; the poison 
of vipers is on their lips.

Charges of sin from the OT



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:14  "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 

Charges of sin from the OT



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:14  "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 

Psa 10:7  His mouth is full of curses and lies and threats; trouble and 
evil are under his tongue. 

Charges of sin from the OT



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:15  "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
Rom 3:16  ruin and misery mark their ways, 
Rom 3:17  and the way of peace they do not know." 
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:15  "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
Rom 3:16  ruin and misery mark their ways, 
Rom 3:17  and the way of peace they do not know." 

Isa 59:7  Their feet rush into sin; they are swift to shed innocent 
blood. Their thoughts are evil thoughts; ruin and destruction mark 
their ways. 
Isa 59:8  The way of peace they do not know; there is no justice in 
their paths. They have turned them into crooked roads; no one who 
walks in them will know peace. 

Charges of sin from the OT
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:18  "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

Psa 36:1   An oracle is within my heart concerning the sinfulness of 
the wicked: There is no fear of God before his eyes. 

Charges of sin from the OT



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:18  "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

Psa 36:1   An oracle is within my heart concerning the sinfulness of 
the wicked: There is no fear of God before his eyes. 

Living as though there is no God

Charges of sin from the OT



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Accountability for sin



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:19  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those 
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the 
whole world held accountable to God. 
Rom 3:20  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of 
sin. 
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:19  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those 
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the 
whole world held accountable to God. 
Rom 3:20  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of 
sin. 

Accountability for sin

The whole world held accountable

Law made us aware of sin that was already there 
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Rom 3:21  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
Rom 3:22  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
Rom 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
Rom 3:24  and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:21  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
Rom 3:22  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
Rom 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
Rom 3:24  and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

Righteousness through faith

Jews and Gentiles alike

Justified through Jesus



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:25  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through 
faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in 
his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished—
Rom 3:26  he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so 
as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

Righteousness through faith
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Satisfied the justice of God so he could forgive



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:25  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through 
faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in 
his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished—
Rom 3:26  he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so 
as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

Righteousness through faith

Justifies those who have faith in Jesus

Satisfied the justice of God so he could forgive



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:27  Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 
Rom 3:28  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from 
observing the law. 

Righteousness through faith
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Rom 3:27  Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 
Rom 3:28  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from 
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Righteousness through faith

God's doing, not ours

Martin Luther and “faith only”
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Martin Luther and “faith only”

1517:  95 theses nailed to door (?) of church in Wittenburg, Germany

Challenged Catholic church practices including sale of indulgences

1522:  Translated Bible into German, inserted “alone” in Rom 3:28 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Martin Luther and “faith only”

1517:  95 theses nailed to door (?) of church in Wittenburg, Germany

Challenged Catholic church practices including sale of indulgences

1522:  Translated Bible into German, inserted “alone” in Rom 3:28 

Moved Hebrews, James, Jude, Revelation into appendix as uninspired



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:27  Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 
Rom 3:28  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith [alone] 
apart from observing the law. 

Martin Luther and “faith only”



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 3:27  Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 
Rom 3:28  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith [alone] 
apart from observing the law. 

Martin Luther and “faith only”

Jas 2:24  You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by 
faith alone. 
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Martin Luther and “faith only”

Quote: “it is flatly against St. Paul and all the rest of Scripture in 
ascribing justification to works (James 2:24). “



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Martin Luther and “faith only”

Quote: “it is flatly against St. Paul and all the rest of Scripture in 
ascribing justification to works (James 2:24). “

A classic overreaction!



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Martin Luther and “faith only”

2Pe 3:15  Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just 
as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him. 
2Pe 3:16  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to 
understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Martin Luther and “faith only”

2Pe 3:15  Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just 
as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him. 
2Pe 3:16  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to 
understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

Use clearer passage to explain difficult passage



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Rom 4:1  What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, 
discovered in this matter? 
Rom 4:2  If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something 
to boast about—but not before God. 
Rom 4:3  What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness." 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Rom 4:1  What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, 
discovered in this matter? 
Rom 4:2  If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something 
to boast about—but not before God. 
Rom 4:3  What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness." 

Rom 4:10  Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he 
was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Gen 12:1  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your 
people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 
Gen 12:2  "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
Gen 12:3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
Gen 12:4  So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Gen 12:1  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your 
people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 
Gen 12:2  "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
Gen 12:3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
Gen 12:4  So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 

Why did God choose Abraham?



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Gen 15:5  He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and 
count the stars—if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, 
"So shall your offspring be." 
Gen 15:6  Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Gen 15:5  He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and 
count the stars—if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, 
"So shall your offspring be." 
Gen 15:6  Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness. 

Gen 17:10  This is my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Gen 22:1  Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
"Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 
Gen 22:2  Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 
Gen 22:3  Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his 
donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When 
he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place 
God had told him about. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Gen 22:15  The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a 
second time 
Gen 22:16  and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that 
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, 
Gen 22:17  I will surely bless you and make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
Gen 22:18  and through your offspring all nations on earth will be 
blessed, because you have obeyed me." 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Gen 22:15  The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a 
second time 
Gen 22:16  and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that 
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, 
Gen 22:17  I will surely bless you and make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
Gen 22:18  and through your offspring all nations on earth will be 
blessed, because you have obeyed me." 

“Because you have obeyed me”



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Jas 2:21  Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what 
he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
Jas 2:22  You see that his faith and his actions were working together, 
and his faith was made complete by what he did. 
Jas 2:23  And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called 
God's friend. 
Jas 2:24  You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by 
faith alone. 
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God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called 
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Example of Abraham

Jas 2:21  Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what 
he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
Jas 2:22  You see that his faith and his actions were working together, 
and his faith was made complete by what he did. 
Jas 2:23  And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called 
God's friend. 
Jas 2:24  You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by 
faith alone. 

His actions completed his faith



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Jas 2:17  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 4:18  Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became 
the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall 
your offspring be." 
Rom 4:19  Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his 
body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—
and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 
Rom 4:20  Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to 
God, 
Rom 4:21  being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had 
promised. 
Rom 4:22  This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 4:23  The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him 
alone, 
Rom 4:24  but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 
Rom 4:25  He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised 
to life for our justification. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Let's put the pieces together



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 4:10  Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was 
circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 
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when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
Jas 2:22  You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his 
faith was made complete by what he did. 
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The book of Romans

Jas 2:21  Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did 
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
Jas 2:22  You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his 
faith was made complete by what he did. 

Rom 4:10  Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was 
circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 

Gen 22:18  and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 
because you have obeyed me."



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Jas 2:21  Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did 
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
Jas 2:22  You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his 
faith was made complete by what he did. 

Rom 4:10  Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was 
circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 

Gen 22:18  and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 
because you have obeyed me."

Rom 1:5  Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and 
apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that 
comes from faith. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

When God sees faith he credits righteousness
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Justified!
The book of Romans

When God sees faith he credits righteousness

Obedience comes from faith and completes our faith

Faith without obedience is dead and cannot save



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Next week: the benefits of justification
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