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How God enabled us to have peace with himself.
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 12:2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 

The only proper response to God's mercy

Our theme for 2016:  “Be transformed!”



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 1:1  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and 
set apart for the gospel of God

Rom 1:5  Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and 
apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the 
obedience that comes from faith. 

Rom 1:17  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is 
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 
just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

Last week
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Why we need the Gospel

Godlessness, unrighteousness and the wrath of God

Wrath toward wickedness: Part of the nature of God
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The natural consequence of godlessness
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Truth that God has revealed but people ignore
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Wrath:  The justice of God

Justice demands consequences for wickedness

Rom 1:18  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness, 
Rom 1:19  since what may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them. 
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Creation tells us of God's power and divine nature

People chose foolishly! 
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The book of Romans

Psa 19:1  The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of his hands. 
Psa 19:2  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night 
they display knowledge. 
Psa 19:3  There is no speech or language where their voice is not 
heard. 
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Rom 1:20  For since the creation of the world God's invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 
seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men 
are without excuse. 
Rom 1:21  For although they knew God, they neither glorified 
him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Rom 1:22  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools   

God has given us ample evidence

People choose to be godless.



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Joh 3:19  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but 
men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 
evil.
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The downward spiral of godlessness
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with one another. 
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worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—
who is forever praised. Amen. 
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The book of Romans

The downward spiral continues...

Rom 1:24  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of 
their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies 
with one another. 
Rom 1:25  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—
who is forever praised. Amen. 

The result of godlessness

Sexual immorality: degrading of their bodies
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Rom 1:26  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. 
Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural 
ones. 
Rom 1:27  In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one 
another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
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Not what a person is, but what a person does
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Justified!
The book of Romans

The Bible is unambiguous on this subject

Not what a person is, but what a person does

Just another form of sexual immorality

Rom 1:26  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. 
Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural 
ones. 
Rom 1:27  In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one 
another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

The behavior of a depraved mind

Rom 1:28  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to 
retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved 
mind, to do what ought not to be done. 
Rom 1:29  They have become filled with every kind of 
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 
Rom 1:30  slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and 
boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their 
parents; 
Rom 1:31  they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Let's unpack this list of evil deeds

Rom 1:29a  They have become filled with every kind of 
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. 

There are many kinds!
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Let's unpack this list of evil deeds

Rom 1:29b  They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and 
malice.

Hatred toward one another
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Acts of hatred toward others



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Let's unpack this list of evil deeds

Rom 1:29c  They are gossips, 
Rom 1:30a  slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and 
boastful; 

Putting others down to make themselves look better

When you hate people you hate God

Acts of hatred toward others
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Justified!
The book of Romans

Rom 1:32  Although they know God's righteous decree that those 
who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do 
these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 

The just penalty for these deeds is death.

We all will face our day in the court of God
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The book of Romans

Approval is not an option for a Christian

Rom 1:32  Although they know God's righteous decree that those 
who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do 
these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 

The truth is suppressed by wickedness
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are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the 
same things. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

The truth convicts us all!

Rom 2:1  You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment 
on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you 
are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the 
same things. 
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Rom 1:16  I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

But remember:

Luk 5:31  Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick.
Luk 5:32  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance."

Rom 1:16  I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

But remember:

Luk 5:31  Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick.
Luk 5:32  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance."

This is why people need salvation!

Rom 1:16  I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Our response to the gospel

Rom 12:2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 



  

Justified!
The book of Romans

Next week:  
Jews, the Law, and the wrath of God
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