
  

Growing in the 
Knowledge of God



  

Mat 22:36  "Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?" 
Mat 22:37  Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.'



  

Lots of people say that they love God...



  

The Doors, 1968:  
“Hello, I love you!  

Won't you tell me your 
name?”



  

The Doors, 1968:  
“Hello, I love you!  

Won't you tell me your 
name?”

Sisters, what would you say to him?



  

He doesn't really love you.



  

He doesn't really love you.

He doesn't even know you!



  

He doesn't really love you.

He doesn't even know you!

He just wants something...



  

How do you think God feels 
when we say we love him but 
we don't really even know him?



  

How do you think God feels 
when we say we love him but 
we don't really even know him?

“He just wants something...”



  

Col 1:9  For this reason, since the day we heard about 
you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking 
God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
Col 1:10  And we pray this in order that you may live a 
life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God, 
Col 1:11  being strengthened with all power according 
to his glorious might so that you may have great 
endurance and patience, and joyfully 
Col 1:12  giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 
kingdom of light. 



  

Growing in knowledge of God
1) Seek him
2) Fear him
4) Worship him



  

1)  Seek God!



  

How can we know God?



  

Joh 1:18  No one has ever seen God, but God the 
One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has 
made him known. 

How can we know God?



  

Joh 1:18  No one has ever seen God, but God the 
One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has 
made him known. 

Joh 17:26  I have made you known to them, and 
will continue to make you known in order that the 
love you have for me may be in them and that I 
myself may be in them."

How can we know God?



  

Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. 



  

Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. 

Earnestly seek God



  

Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. 

Earnestly seek God

Read the Bible.  Pray.  Obey.



  

Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. 

Earnestly seek God

Read the Bible.  Pray.  Obey.

Earnestly!



  

2)  Fear God!



  

Luk 12:4  "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body and after that can do no 
more.
Luk 12:5  But I will show you whom you should 
fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, 
has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, 
fear him.



  

Pro 9:10  "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. 



  

To know God is to fear God! 



  

To know God is to fear God! 

If you don't fear God, then:
- you don't know God
- you don't love God



  

Nah 1:2  The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD 
takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The LORD takes 
vengeance on his foes and vents his wrath against his 
enemies. 
Nah 1:3  The LORD is slow to anger but great in power; 
the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished. His way is in 
the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the dust of his 
feet. 
Nah 1:4  He rebukes the sea and dries it up; he makes all the 
rivers run dry. Bashan and Carmel wither and the blossoms of 
Lebanon fade. 
Nah 1:5  The mountains quake before him and the hills melt 
away. The earth trembles at his presence, the world and all 
who live in it. 
Nah 1:6  Who can withstand his indignation? Who can endure 
his fierce anger? His wrath is poured out like fire; the rocks 
are shattered before him.



  

Let's talk about fear Let's talk about fear 



  



  

What is there to fear in 
Yellowstone?



  



  

When you are in his domain, his 
rules apply



  

When you are in his domain, his 
rules apply

His opinion is the only one that 
counts!



  

When you are in his domain, his 
rules apply

His opinion is the only one that 
counts!

Don't stir up his wrath!





  



  

Fear leads to obeying the rules.



  

The bear's wrath is not stirred up



  

The obedient tourist can come 
home with images like this.



  

And this.



  

As the contented bear ambles along his trail.



  



  

Complacency kills!



  

Exo 20:18  When the people saw the thunder and 
lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the 
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They 
stayed at a distance 
Exo 20:19  and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself 
and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us 
or we will die." 
Exo 20:20  Moses said to the people, "Do not be 
afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of 
God will be with you to keep you from sinning." 



  

If we all feared God, we would 
be committing a lot less sin!



  

If we all feared God, we would 
be committing a lot less sin!

What have you done this week 
that you would not have done if 
you feared God as you should?



  

3)  Worship God



  

Psa 112:1  Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man 
who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in his 
commands. 

Worshiping God



  

Psa 111:1  Praise the LORD. I will extol the LORD 
with all my heart in the council of the upright and 
in the assembly. 
Psa 111:2  Great are the works of the LORD; they 
are pondered by all who delight in them. 
Psa 111:3  Glorious and majestic are his deeds, and 
his righteousness endures forever. 

Worshiping God



  

2Co 3:18  And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord's glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit. 

Worshiping God



  

2Co 3:18  And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord's glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit. 

You become like the one you worship.

Worshiping God



  

Putting it together



  

Deu 10:12  And now, O Israel, what does the LORD 
your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your 
God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul, 
Deu 10:13  and to observe the LORD's commands 
and decrees that I am giving you today for your 
own good? 

Putting it together



  

1) Seek God
 - Read Bible, Pray, Obey
2) Fear God
 - Don't stir up his wrath!
3) Worship God
 - Transformed into his image

Growing in the 
Knowledge of God



  

Growing in the 
Knowledge of God
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