NT Survey #9 – Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey

Pray.  Today we continue with our NT Survey class and seeing how the various letters in the NT fit into the story told in the Book of Acts.  Turn to Acts 18.   As Gary showed us last week, Galatians was the earliest letter of Paul written around 50 AD at the time of the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15.  1 Thess was written a year or two later a few months after Paul started the church there during his 2nd missionary journey.  Paul tells us in 1 Thess 3:1-2 that while he was in Achaia (i.e. during his stay in Athens in Acts 17:16ff) he sent Timothy back to check on the church.  In I Thess 3:6, Paul tells us Timothy returned to Paul with an encouraging report and that is when Paul wrote 1 Thess.  This matches exactly with Acts 18:5 (Timothy returns from Macedonia where Thess is located) and thus tells us exactly in the Book of Acts when Paul wrote 1 Thess.  Later, as Gary said, Paul received another report and had to write a 2nd letter to the Thess encouraging them to keep their jobs.  

In Acts 18:18, we see Paul’s journeys after he left Corinth.  Read :18-22.  Paul leaves A&P in Ephesus.  “the church” may mean the Jerusalem Church.  In v.23 Paul starts what is commonly called his 3rd missionary journey first traveling through the regions of Phygia and Galatia of his 1st missionary journey.  Luke tells us Apollos preached in Ephesus, was taught by A&P and then crossed to Achaia/Corinth.  In Acts 19, Paul arrives in Ephesus and stayed there approximately 3 years.  His ministry there was very effective. Read 19:8-10.  The gospel spread all over the province of Asia.  This included the 7 cities in Asia that John would later write to in the Book of Revelation.  Paul’s ministry started all of those churches.  This is similar to what we saw at the beginning of the Book of Acts when the Jerusalem Church spread all over Judea and Samaria.  This is what we need to do – spread the gospel all over Gwinnett County and have disciples in every city.    Amen!

Turn to Acts 19:21.  Just like 1 and 2 Thess, we can see where the letters of 1 & 2 Cor fit into Paul’s journeys in Acts.  Toward the end of his stay in Ephesus, the plans of Paul in the Spirit are made clear and these plans shape the remaining chapters of the Book of Acts.  Read :21.  Paul intends to travel Macedonia and Achaia (includes Corinth) then to Jerusalem and finally Rome.  Paul mentions these same plans in 1 Cor 16:1-8 where Paul writes he is in Ephesus, but intends to travel to Macedonia and then to Corinth to collect an offering for the church in Jerusalem.  So we can see that before he left on this trip, while he was still in Ephesus around 55AD, Paul wrote 1 Cor.  Paul left Ephesus for Macedonia in Acts 20:1.  During his stay in Macedonia, he wrote 2 Cor as mentioned in 2 Cor 2:13 and again in 2 Cor 8:1 where Paul again discusses the contribution for Jerusalem.  In 2 Cor 13:1, he tells the Cor he plans to come to them soon and this occurs in Acts 20:2 when Paul travels from Macedonia to Greece.  


Turn to 1 Cor 15.  Gary mentioned last week that when we share with people who might not believe in the Bible, we should start where they are and emphasize evidence for God, stress His love and then challenge them with the story of the Resurrection of Jesus.  I Cor 15 is a great place to challenge people who might be skeptical about the Resurrection.  Let’s read :1-8.  Who does Paul mention by name as witnesses to the Resurrection?  Cephas or Peter.  James.  Paul himself.  Were these other men alive when Paul wrote this letter?  Yes.  Who else does he mention?  The other apostles like John and Matthew who wrote Gospels affirming the Resurrection.  500 other disciples.  Were they alive when Paul wrote the letter?  Most of them.  Paul is writing to some in Corinth who doubted the Resurrection (v.12).  He cites many eyewitnesses – some by name – most still alive.  He is challenging the doubters to check it out.  This letter is accepted even by secular modern scholars as the actual letter of Paul from 55 AD.  It is a powerful place to start proving the Resurrection really happened.  Paul didn’t make this stuff up.

As we read in Acts 19:21, Paul’s plans were to take a collection from Macedonia and Greece to the saints in Jerusalem
and from Jerusalem he planed to visit Rome.  We saw Paul make this journey in Acts 20:1-2 and then he traveled the same ground in reverse in verses :3-5.  The plans to visit Rome undoubtedly inspired Paul (directed by the Holy Spirit) to write the letter to the Romans.  Rom 15:25-27 mentions the trip through Macedonia and Greece and the collection for the saints in Jersusalem.  So it was at some point during this journey – perhaps Corinth or Philippi that Paul wrote his greatest work.

We will briefly touch on some points from this great book.  If you want more, Alan Rouse taught a series on it a few years ago that you can find on our website.  What are some familiar scriptures we know from Romans?  Raise your hands.
3:23 all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  

6:23  the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life

6:1 are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  By no means!

8:1  there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ

8:28 all things work together for good for those who love the Lord

8:31 If God is for us who can be against us!

12:1 Do not be conformed to this world but transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Many great scriptures that teach us basic truths and encourage us in our faith.  


Paul took the opportunity of this book to lay out the Christian doctrine of salvation.  Turn to Chapter 1.  When we talked about James, I mentioned it is mostly a book about watching your life.  Romans is a book with 11 chapters of doctrine and then a few at the end about life.  Theologians love this book and have spent much time with it.  The Reformation especially focused on Romans - perhaps too much.  I believe the theme scripture for Romans is 1:16-17.  The gospel is the power of God for salvation and brings us righteousness through faith.  This is of course true.  We cannot earn our salvation and must come to God by faith and receive the salvation found in Christ.  However, I think the Reformation went too far in reacting against Catholic legalism.  The Reformation would say we are saved by faith alone, that our obedience has nothing to do with it.  I believe this is a false teaching that is very prevalent in the religious world around us.  I thought we would spend a few minutes in Romans looking at this since Romans is so emphasized in Reformation theology.

We are saved by grace through faith.  In Chapters 4 & 5 Paul makes clear we are justified by faith in the gospel not the works of the old Law like circumcision.  But this salvation and this faith should transform our lives and make us different people.  You can see this clearly throughout Romans.  Turn to Rom 2 where Paul talks about repentance.  Read :4-10.  Paul is telling us how the gospel should change our lives.  Repentance in response to God’s kindness should be evident in our works.  Turn to Rom 6.  In verse 1, Paul makes clear a disciple should not continue to live in sin.  He expands on this v.15-18.  Paul clearly expects Christians to live obedient and righteous lives.  In Rom 8:1 Paul makes the great affirmation there is no condemnation in Christ and that is true.  We do not have to live guilty lives because we fall short.  God’s grace is sufficient.  Yet we are to strive for obedience and in 8:13 Paul reminds us to use the Spirit to put to death the misdeeds of the body.  Amen!

Turn to Rom 10.  One of the favorite verses of those who would say we are saved by faith alone is Rom 10:9:  if you confess with your lips Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  Amen!  I believe that is true.  My question is what does it mean to confess Jesus is Lord?  Do you just say the words like some magic spell from Harry Potter “Expelliarmus!”  Or does it mean you simply believe in your mind Jesus is Lord?  I believe Jesus himself answers this question.  Luke 6:46 Jesus said “Why do you call me Lord Lord and . . . not do what I tell you?”  For Jesus, calling him Lord meant you should obey him.  Can you go to heaven by just believing Jesus is Lord without obeying him?  Jesus answered that question too.  Mat 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me Lord Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven but . . . the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.”   I want to enter the kingdom of heaven and therefore I cannot simply say Jesus is Lord, I must strive to live my life in obedience to his will.  Yes I will fall short and no I don’t need to wallow in guilt if I am saved by grace.  The great statements in Romans are always there to encourage me, but let’s not be led astray by ignoring the plain words of Jesus himself.  Amen!  


So that’s a few tidbits from Romans.  Let’s return to Acts 20.  After writing Romans and taking up the collection for the saints in Greece and Macedonia, in Acts 20:6, Paul sails from Philippi back across to Troas.  In v. 4 we see Paul’s traveling companions.  In v. 5-6 another traveling companion is mentioned indirectly.  Who is it?  Luke had alluded to himself once before in Acts 16 and then seems to disappear at Philippi.  Starting here in Acts 20:5, Luke appears to remain with Paul for the rest of the book – perhaps the rest of his life.  2 Tim 4:11 indicates Luke is the only one of Paul’s close companions still with him at the end when he calls for Timothy to join them.   Luke’s loyalty to Paul is a great inspiration to me of the kind of friends I want to be. 

From Troas, Paul sets out for Jerusalem, but makes a stop at Miletus to say 

farewell to the Ephesian elders.  Remember he spent 3 years building this church and undoubedtly raised up and appointed these men as shepherd to the flock.  These would have been loved and dear friends.  The speech is a great summary of how Paul conducted his ministry and I thought I would close by reading the entire speech.  Let’s just listen and think of ways we can imitate Paul here as we reach out to the lost and seek to build up the church.  I am reading starting in 20:18-35.  Amen!.

Pray.  Get the kids.

